It did not take us long to realize in which direction lay the path
to progress. We are an agricultural country. Eighty per cent of our
people live on the land. Speaking in Kansas City, for whose leading
industries agriculture has for many years provided the raw material,
I know that I am speaking to people who will give us both their
sympathy and understanding. Our methods of agriculture as in
most Asiatic countries are considerably out of date. Only two fifths
of the land is under cultivation. Our productivity compared to the
more advanced countries is very low and the income of our farmers
who are the mainstay of our economy is meagre. We are therefore
going ahead on a number of irrigation projects, by which we hope
before long to bring another six and a half million acres under the
plough. But the large expenditure incurred on these will not give
us full returns, unless our farmer is equipped with modern tools
and modern methods of cultivation and, what is more, is helped
by cooperative farming to find such methods and such implements
within his means. In the forefront of our industrial development,
we, therefore, place the development of cheap electrical power. For
that purpose, we have created a central engineering authority for
promoting multi-purpose hydro-electrical schemes and have engaged
foreign consultants of repute to assist us in preparing an all-Pakistan
plan for power development.
Besides this, there are other industries also which are engaging
our earnest attention. Under the British rule, our industrial poten-
tialities which are by no means inconsiderable, had hardly been
tapped. We produce 75 per cent of the world's best quality of raw
jute, but have hardly any jute mills. We produce about a million
bales of good quality cotton per year, but have very few textile
mills. We have plenty of hides and skins, tobacco, sugar-cane and
wool but the industries connected with these were, under the Brit-
ish, not located in our part of the subcontinent. We hope, by the
end of this year to ... improve this situation considerably. As in-
digenous capital was inadequate and foreign capital has taken some
time to come forward we have recently set up an industrial develop-
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